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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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There  is  a lot  of  gas  up  in 
the  Texas  Panhandle^ut 


most  of  it  is  heliura, 
the  non-inflammable, 
non-explosive  stuff 
the  government  used 
in  their  once-proud 
fleet  of  navy  dirig- 
ibles commanded  by 
Texas ’ own  Helman 
'Ro's  endahl  V ' The  rg'  imE' 


d 
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a lot  more  up  there  be-  ^ 
fore  a fellow  named 
Smith  set  off  an  ex- 
plosion that  al- 
most rocked  the 
Leaning  Tower  ^ 
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;^MISS  VERMA  FAE  RAY, 
ih^==dP-M--A  employe-e-in- the-' 
Office  of  Compliance 
5;  "‘and -Investigation, 
won  the  June  cita- 
tion,  ’’Member  of  the 
..^Month”,  awarded  by 
the  USDA  Club 
Board  of  Direct- 
ors. Their  vote 
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T/PERE  THE  NORTHERN  .OCEAN  D'ARKEfJ^,' 

,'tiHERE  THE  ROLLING  RIVERO  RULf 

PAST  THE  COLD  AI'JD  El  TTY  HEADLANDS, 

TOTARD  THE  SLO.;  AND  LTSTERING  SUN, 

THERE  OUR  FATHERS  LONG  BEFORE  US, 

.ARIvED  WITH  FREEDOM,  FACED  THE  DEEP; 

/'  VTAT  THEY  WON  WITH  LOVE  AND  LABOR 

LET  THEIR  CHII.DREN  WATCH  AND  KEEP’ 
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BY  OUT  .'DARK  AND  DREAITNG  FORESTS, 

BY  OUR  FREE  AIT  SKIITNG  SKIES, 

BY  OUR  GPEEN  /Tit)  RIPENING  PRAIRIES, 

. WHERE  THE  WESTERN  MOITNTAINS  RISE; 

GOD  'JHO  GAVE  OUR  FATHERS  FREEDOM, 

GOD  ;H0  made  our  FATHERS  BRAVE, 

WAT  THEY  BUILT  VTTH  LOVE  AND  ANGUISH 
LET  THEIR  CHILDREN  WATCH  AND  SAVE’ ’ ’ 
-'X-  Robert  Nathan. 
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on  Miss  Ray’s  selection  was  unanimous.  She  ; 
is  currently  serving  as  Chairman  of  the  Em-  : 
ployee  '.J’elfare  Committee  of  the  US  DA  Club.  : 
That  comnittee’s  latest  project  was  a ‘’re-  : 
creational  book”  of  tickets  and  services  en-  • 
titling  holders  to  sharp  discounts.  Fae’s  • 
most  recent  accomplishment  v;as  in  connection  j 
vdth  the  cancellation  of  hospitalization  in-  ; 
surance  contracts  held  by  many  USDA  employees  : 
in  a certain  insurance  company.  Her  alertness  ; 
and  business  acumen  enabled  her  to  get  two  ' • 
other  insurance  companies  doing  business  with  J 
USDA  members  to  make  their  policies  available  : 
to  aach'  aiTected  members-  without  loss  of  ; 

time  and  at  minimum  trouble  and  e:qDense  to  • 
each . ' 

Fae  has  been  active  on  different  commit-  ; 
tees  almost  since  she  started  working  for  ; 

the  Department,  as  she  is  the  type  of  person  • 
who  is  regularly  in  the  forefront  of  any  pro-  : 
ject  furthering  employee  welfare,  either  as  ; 
promoter,  sponsor,  or  humble  worker  in  the  ; 
ranks.  \ 

She  has  also  been  active  in  the  PMA  Fed-  J 
eral  Credit  Union,  and  helped  it  to  grow  and  : 
fill  ever-expanding  needs.  Her  wise  counsel  : 
has  helped  keep  this  groirth  on  a healthy  and  ■ 
sound  basis. 

Bom  in  Boyd,  Texas,  Fae  attended  the  t 
local  high  school,  and  after  graduation  she  : 
enrolled  for  a course  of  study  in  McKenzie  ; 
Business  School.  She  started  working  with  ; 
the  Department  July  28,  1938  in  the  old  Agri-  j 
cultural  Adjustment  Administration,  at  Col-  : 

lege  Station.  Later  transferring  to  the  State  i 
office  at  Austin,  In  January,  1942,  she  trans-.; 
f erred  to  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corpora-  \ 
tion  at  Dallas,  and  in  September,  1944  she  \ 
went  with  PMA  predecessor,  Office  of  Market-  i 
ing  Service,  In  June,  1945  she  became  an  em-  ; 
ployee  in  PllA’s  Compliance  and  Investigation  i 
branch  and  the  subsequent  satisfaction  seems  | 
to  have  been  mutual.  She  is  still  there,  and,  j 
in  the  vernacular,  about  as  busy  as  a coon  I 
dog  trying  to  find  the  scent  of  mink  in  a } 
flower  shop.  | 

Miss  Ray’s  hobbies  are  canasta,  horseback} 
riding,  and  playing  the  piano.  She  confesses  | 
she’s  no  good  at  bridge  and  plays  the  piano  J 
by  ear.  She  is  such  a personable  young  lady  J 
we  venture  to  add  that  nobody  would  notice  • 

such  a minor  detail  as  that.  We  might  also  add- 
that  Chairman  Pickering  and  his  committee  are 
continuing  their  happy  habit  of  selecting 
exceptionally  worthy  nominees  for  the  awards. 


NEWS 


THE  MYTH:  ’’TAXES  ARE  HIGH  - 
BECAUSE  VJE  HAVE  ' 

SO  mm  GOVERKIENT 
EMPLCSYEES. 

TEE  F A C T : Of  the  approx- 
imately 70  bil-' 
lion  dollar  bud- 
get for  1952  fiscal 
year  the  total  expen- 
ditures for  salaries  and  j. 
wages  of  civilian  employ-  \ ^ 
ees  (based  on  the  expend!-  \ 
tures  for  the  first  two  months)  ! 
was  at  the  annual  rate  of  appro::-  1 
imately  9 billion  dollars,  or  j 
13  % of  the  total  budget.  The 
salary  total  INCLUDES  salaries 
and  wages  for  those  employees 
who  are  paid  from  receipts  of 
their  own  agencies ’ operat ions — 
primarily  the  Post  Office  and  ^ 
government-ovmed  corporations, 
or  from  trust  funds. 


From  an  overall  standpoint,  you 
can  see  that  salaries,  and  wages 
of  all  government  employees  are 
but  a small  total  of  the  national 
budget. 
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PMA  ALSO  OFFERS  CONSTRUCTION  LOAR 


Not  all  farmers  are  aware  that 
they  can  obtain  loans  from  PIwA’s 
C.C.C.  for  the  pvirpose  of  build- 
ing storage  facilities  for  grain, 
oats,  wheat,  corn,  barley,  cot- 
ton and  other  crops  eligible  for. 
price  support  loans.  Such  loans  ; 
may  be  spread  over  five  years  at 
4 % interest.  Funds  necessary  for 
this  purpose  are  usually  about 
what  it  would  cost  to  store  the 
commodity  in  an  elevator  for  that 
length  of  time. 
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YOU  CANNOT  CHANGE  THE  PAST.  j 
BUT  you  CAN  RUIN  THE  PRESENT.  1 
BI  ilORRYING  ABOUT  THE  FUTURE. 


An  idle  tongue  may  denote  an 
active  brain. 


The  USDA 

is"  ■ I^IETTS  is  published 
^ monthly  at  91'2  "Souths 
J Ervay,  Fifth  floor,  % 
lowich  Building.  fS 
Send  all  news 
^ tributions  to  that  % 

Jr  address  or  telephone 
r Ri-6951,  Ext.  2044. 
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liVith  this  issue  the  editor  is  pleased 
to  welcome  an  expanding  circle  oi ^ 
readers  wh-ich  now  embraces  the  field 
men  of  Farmers  Home  Administratioi) 
who  in  most  cases  are  doing  a most 
important,  sometimes  difficult,  jdb. 
Theirs  is  the  actual  contact  with : 
the  fa  rmers  which  FKA  seeks  to  help, 
and  the  editor  is  personally  a ware 
tha  t they  are  doing  a sv/ell  job. ; 


P M A CO  L E S K R 0 U 0 H 

Vvfhen  6-year-old  Beverly  Fincher, 
Charlotte,  LI.  C.  a little  girl  strick- 
en with  leukemia,  had  an  appetite  for 
gra  pes  recently,  she  got  then.  Hov/ever 
there  was  some  slight  difficulty. 

Grapes  vrere  out  of  season  in  the 
U.S.  Requests  went  from  North  Carolina 
to  California.  Governor  Vlarren  contact- 
ed PNA  men  in  that  state;  they  flashed 
the  request  to  Fruit  & Vegetable's 
Marketing  chief  in  Vifashington,  D.C., 

Don  Schoolcraft,  who,  recalling  that 
some  imported  grapes  ‘had  been  offered 
in  New  York,  Y/ired  F&V  reporter  Fred 
Nightingale  there.  Combing  market  out- 
lets he  located  a fei/v  pouiids  of  Balinka 
grapes  which  had  been  grovm  in  South 
Africa — ten  thousand  miles  away.  Sped 
to  the  airport  by  special  police  es- 
cort they  caught  the  next  flight  and 
Beverly  had  her  grapes  anly  a few  hours 
after  FHA  got  on  the  job. 

Soul- less  bureaucrats?  ENL-MtiM. 


NOTICE' 


The  Dallas  'latch  Com.pany,  formerly  in 
the  Fidelity  Bldg';,  has  moved  to  2D6A 
S.  Houston  Street.  LTe  are  informed  by 
Miss  'Fae  Ray,  of  the  Welfare  Commxittee 
that  they  a^re  still  offering  USDA 
members 'the  same  discounts  on  Zenith 
TV  sets,  deep  freezers,  and  otheiR 
electrical  equipm.ent  and  appliances. 


PuEPORT  ON  THE  PARTY 


rfuCTiJif.,. 
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THAT  THE  FIRST  INSURANCE  COPPAIff  IN 
THE  U.S.  WAS  A MUTUAL  FIRS  INSURANCE 
coLPAri?  ■ ■ ■'■ 


AND  THAT  THE  SAiE  INSURANCE  COIP-ANY 
FOUJIDED  BY  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  AND  SOIE 
ASSOCIATES  IS  STILL  WRITING' POLICIES, 
ALID  THIS  YEAR  CELEBRA  TED  ITS  TWO 
HUNDREDTH  ANNILPiRSARY?  ' •' 


Those  who  failed  to  attend  the  USDA 
dinner  party  missed  out  on  an  enjoy- 
able evening.  True,  the  Rendezvous 
Room,  was  overflowing  and  som.e  of  you 
had  to  sit  in  the  front  section  out 
of  hearing  of  our  congenial  m.aster  of 
ceremonies,  but  we  hear  the  company 
out  there  was  congenial  too,  and  know- 
ing some  of  those  who  sat  out  there 
v/e'll  say  you  were  in  Yevy  fins  com- 
pany. Our  thanks  to  iVlldred  Yeager 
for  saving  us  a seat  "doTjn  front":  and 
we  hope  Si  has  found  a home  for  ail 
his  surplus  cats,  'We  are  sure  all '■will 
agree  that  Lee  Pierson  and  his  com- 
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FHA  AREA  FINANCE  LIOVSS 


The  Area  Finance  Office  of  Farm^ers 
Home  Administration  completed  their 
move  from  2307  McKinney  Avenue  to 
912  S.  Ervay  over  the  week-end  of 
June  28-^,  Some  of  the  advantages 
are:  better  air-conditioning,  better 
eating  facilities,  closer  to  this 
editor's  home,  and  a more  com.pact 
grouping  of  related  departments.  One 
disadvantage:  Inadequate  parking  fa- 
cilities, the  universal  lament. 
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IT*  A TEXAS  FACT  (From  page  l) 


of  Pisa  back  on  an  even  keel  again.  In  this 
little  tale  about  Ivir.  Smithy  who  fought  glo- 
riously in  the  Texas  war  for  independence, 
we  will  also  correct  history  by  explaining 
hovj-  beautiful  Palo  D^oro  Canyon  came  to  be. 
Historians  have  heretofore  given  Mother  Na- 
tare  credit  for  this  rival  to  the  Grand  Can- 
yon of  the  Colorado.  For  the  first  tine  we 
are  giving  credit  to  vjhom  credit  belongs; 
nanely,  to  Mr»  Smith,  himself. 

One  evening'  this  gentleman  was  crouched 
over  a small  fire.  It  -burned  fitfully,  due 
to  the  semi-cured  state  of  the  buffalo  chips 
he  vras  using  in  lieu  of  firewoods  He  had 
traveled  far  in  the  ‘vdld  Texas  tex'’rain  and 
vras  spent  and  saddle-vreary.  More,  he  was 
hO'xgry  enough  to  eat  a Spanish  bit  mthout 
hc-rse-radish.  He  had  managed  to  vdLng  a Texas 
hiokrabbit  and  cripple  it  enough  to  run  it 
co-jn,  and  v/as  now  engaged  in  the  pleasant 
task  of  roasting  it  over  an  open  spit  set 
up  on  the  tableland  of  the  Llano  Estacadp.,. 
p.'! though  he  didn’t  knew  it,  he  was  also 
ai-x)ut  to  set  off  the  most  gigantic  "fire- 
cracker” of  all  time,  even  though  it  vras  no- 
vjhere  near  the  Fourth  of  July. 

The  fire  didn't  seem,  to  catch  on  and 
Ih*.  Smith  grevr  hungrier  by  the  minute.  Be- 
coming impatient  he  reached  over  and  gave 
the  fire- a vigorous  poke  vrith  a stick,  prob- 
ably swearing  through  his  vreek  ’ s grovrth  of 
beard  at  the  same  time.  At  that  moment  a 
cataclysmic  trh-oo-oo-m  jarred  the  area  and 
everything  became  a varicolored  blur  of  dirt, 
flame,  and  smoke,  (Part  of  the  dirt  particles- 
are  still  falling  in  distant  parts  of  the 
world  which  probably  explains  v/hy  a Texan 
feels  at  home  no  matter  vrhat  part  of  the  old 
globe  he  happens  to  find  himself,)  Returning 
to  It,  Smith,  if  he  had  had  tim.e  at  the  mo- 
nient  for  deductive  reflection,  he  would  have 

reasoned and  correctly that  he  had  poked 

an  opening  in  the  ground  deep  enough  to  en- 
large an  embroro  fissure  filled  -with  gas 
from  subterraneum  oil  strvntu'r'^s —probably 
the  Paluxy  sands.  This  wr.s  -nir'-gh,,  Mr,  Smith 
■was  bj.ovmi  into  the  nexb  coin  t;/-— it  was  appro- 
priately named  after  ri-'i  later  ch  vrhen  it  Iiad 
becomiS  more  pcimlated  in  a less  ;precipitate 

manner and  he  'was  rendered  slightly  groggy 

from  the  concussion  and  forcible  flight 
through  the  irnb  gore t. g Texas  osone.  They 
say  ITc  Sm.ith  it-s  'Mie  maddest  mar.  in  Texas 
when  he  picked  lii  oreii  up  and  shook  himself 

(Over  .here,  please')  ^ 

(If  you’re  still  v/ith  us!) 


MO  Oi'ts  Bull 

r 

Results  of  ^the  golf  tournament 
held  by  the  PMA  enthusiasists  in 
Fiscal  Division  saw  "Red"  Hall 
(IBM)  v,dnning  first  prize  (set 
of  irons),'  and.  "^.jl'ild  Bill"  Boren, 
(dJarehouse)  coming  in  second  for 
the  dozen  golf  balls.  Consola- 
tion ivinners  vrere  Bud  Grover, 
first,  with  Garland  dheeler.  Run-' 
ner-up.  The  folks,  dovm  there  are 
"talking  up"  another  tournament 
in  the  fall  to  be  played  over  the 
Cedar  Crest  layout,  and  invite 
anyone  in  U S D A v/ho  might  be 
interested  enough  to  compete  to 
talk  it  over  vdth  Jerry  Davis 
P I.I  A Commodity  Office,  Exten- 
sion 843  • 
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USDA  I embers  holding  "Recreation 
Booklets"  m.ade  available  by  the 
Welfare  Coirimittee  are  informed 
that  the  tickets  to  "Bob  Vdll’s 
Ranch-house"  will  be  honored  by 
the  new  managm.ent  even  though  the 
"Ranch-house"  is  no  more.  It  is 
nov/  "Longhorn  Ranch.  Committee 
Chairman  Fae  Ray  states  that  It. 
Groom  of  Longhorn  Ranch  wall  ad- 
mit holders  any  Wednesday,  Friday, 
or  Sunday  until  tickets  have  all 
been  validated. 


IDEAS  ARE  LIILE  RIVESS;  THEY 
SHOULD  BE  DRIVEN  HOIE  AND  CLINCH^; 
ED  HLIILE  HOT. 


together  again.  Instead  of. being 
gra'oeful  to.  the  Almighty  that  he 
wTn  .s'oill  intact  and  s'oill  in 
T'xias  instead  of  S8mi-civili'^;ed 
AirLansc.s  or  some  other  place,  ‘bhe 
luicsrahle  v;help  was  mourning  his 
iOvST.  sapper.  The  gigantic  expD.o- 
si on,  besides  taking  his  hearing, 
V'j  s i tcix;  fahtastio  shapes  in  tHr 
vi:i  -pr.  iax'seat'e  for  leagues  by  a 
c>a..:  /‘-u'-.  :Mon  of  ipt  or  locking  gai 
pcciot^.  .L't-s  a Texas  Fact,  that  h 
hoT  j-pj.c'  .uaro  Carn^on  was  formed, 


and  how-  "Deaf"  Smith  got  .his  name 


